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MASSACHUSETTS OFFICE OF TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANCE (OTA) 

Toxics Use Reduction Act (TURA)  
of 1989 

Three partnering agencies: 

MassDEP (Regulatory) 

TURI (Research & Grants) 

OTA (Technical Assistance) 
 



CHEMICAL SAFETY & CLIMATE CHANGE 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZmUVQMh9qM
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DANVERS, MA - THANKSGIVING MIRACLE 





OTA MAP OF TOXICS AND VULNERABILITIES 
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MASS.GOV/EEA/OTA-CLIMATE 



www.mass.gov/eea/ota-climate 

FALL RIVER & NEW BEDFORD CHELSEA CREEK 

EAST BOSTON LAWRENCE 
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MARK RICHEY WOODWORKING – ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

AND TOXICS USE / WASTE REDUCTION 

Reductions:   

 120 gallons lacquer thinner / acetone / other chemicals per year 

 1,200 gallons denatured alcohol per year 

 12 tons VOCs per year 

 Savings of $16,435 

 

 

 

Almost 

Off the 

Grid 



OPHIR OPTICS – TOXICS USE REDUCTION 

THROUGH LEAN MANUFACTURING & SIX SIGMA 

Reductions:   

 3,870 lbs mineral spirits per year 

 Went from Large Quantity Generator (LQG) to Small Quantity Generator (SQG) 

 Savings of $1,000,000 in efficiency improvements, $100,000 in scrap reductions, 

 and $60,000 in hazardous waste reductions 

 

 

 



COLUMBIA MANUFACTURING – ZERO WASTEWATER 

DISCHARGE & HAZARDOUS WASTE REDUCTION 

Reductions:   

 147,000 lbs of water per day in plating operations 

 Recovered 98% of plating chemistry (nickel and chromic acid), saving 600 lbs per week 

 Exempt from air / water discharge & hazardous waste treatment permits 

 Savings of $3,000,000 in water / sewer fees, $3,850,000 nickel purchases, 

 $8,000,000 chrome purchases 
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Remaining Training Dates and Locations 

 

Charlton 

 

Central Massachusetts Regional Planning 

Commission (CMRPC) 

 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 

9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m 

 

Charlton Public Library, 40 Main St., 

Charlton, MA 01507 

 

 

Leominster 

 

Montachusett Regional Planning Council 

(MRPC) 

 

Thursday, April 26, 2018 

1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

 

North Central Career Center, 100 Erdman 

Way, Leominster, MA 01453 

 

www.mass.gov/eea/ota-climate 
 



THANK YOU! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Tiffany Skogstrom 
tiffany.skogstrom@state.ma.us, 617-626-1086 
 @Mass_OTA  


